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The CoastSmart  
Communities Initiative 



CoastSmart Communities Initiative 

• Develops and provides technical tools and 
skill-building opportunities to local 
communities to help incorporate coastal 
hazards into local policies and programs 

• CoastSmart Communities Scorecard 

• CoastSmart Online Resource Center 

• Maryland’s Coastal Atlas  

• Informational factsheets 

• CoastSmart Trainings 

• Provides financial support to local 
communities to help offset the cost of 
incorporating coastal hazards into planning 
efforts 

• CoastSmart Communities Competitive Grant 
Program 

 
 



CoastSmart Communities Scorecard 

• Intended to help local governments 
determine how well they are currently 
positioned to plan for coastal hazard 
impacts through a simple, practical self-
assessment 
• Allows a community to determine what they 

are doing right and can help identify areas 
that need more work  

• Provides a mechanism for local officials to 
identify specific, realistic ways that they can 
prepare for coastal hazards by integrating 
them into existing planning, management, 
and regulatory programs 

 
 



Each Section’s Structure 

• Overview 

• “Where to Start” box 

• Yes or No Questions 

• Possible Ratings 
• CoastSmart 

• On the Right Track 

• Getting Started 

• Recommendations  
and Resources 
• Ideas for how to incorporate coastal hazards into 

future planning efforts 

• Information and links to state and federal 
resources 



Coastal Atlas Applications 

Shorelines Estuaries Oceans 

http://gisapps.dnr.state.md.us/coastalatlas/twofive/shorelines/index.html
http://gisapps.dnr.state.md.us/coastalatlas/twofive/estuaries/index.html
http://gisapps.dnr.state.md.us/coastalatlas/twofive/oceans/index.html


Maryland’s Coastal Atlas 



CoastSmart Factsheets 



Step 2 

What can you do? 

Begin to assess your 

community’s vulnerabilities 

and identify existing 

capacities that could be 

used to address potential 

issues 

• Understand how 

similar issues are 

being addressed 

• Investigate how the 

CoastSmart Scorecard 

and a Vulnerability 

Assessment could be 

used as planning tools 

 

CoastSmart Trainings 

Step 3 Step 1 

 What is at risk? 

Begin to understand what  

coastal flooding, storm 

surge and sea-level rise 

could mean in your area 

• Learn about the impacts 

of coastal hazards and 

how they might change 

• Identify how coastal 

land use planning 

relates to coastal storm 

events and hazard 

reduction 

• Begin to understand 

how coastal hazards 

could affect your 

community 

 

CoastSmart 

Scorecard 

Conduct a Scorecard 

Assessment to identify what 

planning capacities are in 

place and identify what 

could be developed further 

Inundation 

Mapping 

Learn how to conduct a 

vulnerability assessment for 

your community to help 

identify at-risk populations, 

infrastructure and resources 



CoastSmart Communities Initiative  
Grant Program 

• Provides financial and technical 
support to municipal and county 
governments to incorporate 
coastal hazard and climate change 
resiliency into local planning and 
policies 
• Often allows a community to address 

required planning activities while 
incorporating coastal hazard 
considerations 

• Can help increase the resilience of a 
community and reduce the long-term 
exposure to coastal hazard risks 

 



Jeff  Allenby 
jallenby@dnr.state.md.us 

(410) 260-8743 
 

http://www.dnr.state.md.us/CoastSmart 
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